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IF I MUST DIE

Refaat Alareer (1979-2023)

was a brilliant Poet, Author,

and Professor of English at
the University of Gaza.

He was targeted by the Israeli
Occupation Forces and killed
by Israeli Airstrike with his
family in Gaza in December
2023. Dr. Refaat tried to teach
the world that the people of
Gaza were not numbers, but
humans with dreams and
hopes, who just wanted to live
free.

The Israeli assault and siege
on Gaza has killed more than
42,000 civilians including
17,000 children.
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IF I MUST DIE

by Refaat Alareer

1979-2023
Poet, Author, Professor
Killed by Israeli Airstrike in Gaza

IF I MUST DIE,
YOU MUST LIVE
TO TELL MY STORY

TO SELL MY THINGS
TO BUY A PIECE OF
CLOTH

AND SOME STRINGS,
(MAKE IT WHITE WITH
A LONG TAIL)

SO THAT A CHILD,
SOMEWHERE IN GAZA
WHILE LOOKING
HEAVEN IN THE EYE
AWAITING HIS DAD WHO
LEFT IN A BLAZE —
AND BID NO ONE
FAREWELL

NOT EVEN TO HIS
FLESH

NOT EVEN TO HIMSELF
— SEES THE KITE, MY
KITE YOU MADE,
FLYING UP ABOVE

AND THINKS FOR A
MOMENT AN ANGEL IS
THERE

BRINGING BACK LOVE

IF I MUST DIE
LET IT BRING HOPE
LET IT BE A TALE
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